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Mount Eliza North Primary School strives to create a community of learners who are empowered to inquire, achieve and contribute to the world around them. 
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KEY DATES 
 
Friday 28th August 
Dean Rankin 
author visit 
Years 5 – 6 
 
Tuesday 1st Sept 
House Athletics  
Years 3 – 6 

Monday 7th Sept 
Circus Performance 
Year 6 
7.30 – 8.30 pm 

Wednesday 9th 
Sept 
Farm Excursion 
Foundation 

Circus Performance 
Year 6  
7.30 – 8.30 pm 

Thursday 10th Sept 
STOMP Production 
Year 5 

Friday 11th Sept 
District Athletics 

Tuesday 15th Sept 
Open Afternoon  
12.20 – 2.00 pm 

Thursday 17th Sept 
Sports Pie Day 

Friday 18th 
September 
End of term 
2.30 pm dismissal 
 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK… 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
PARENT OPINION SURVEY  
Thank you to the families that have completed the Parent/ Caregiver/ 
Guardian Opinion Survey (PCGOS). At the time of this newsletter, we 
have had a response rate of 8% of our parent/career community. I 
encourage all parents who have yet to complete the survey to please do 
so. Your feedback is important to us and will support us in identifying 
next steps. 
The survey period is between Monday 17th August and Friday 18th 
September. Log in details were emailed to all families. I will send a 
reminder email with the log in details. 
 
SOIREE 
Congratulations to our performers, instrumental teachers and teachers 
for a wonderful night of entertainment at our Space themed Soiree that 
took place on the 11th August. A big thank you the staff that assisted on 
the night and to Mrs Garbers who does an outstanding job coordinating 
the event. I think all who attended the evening performance would agree, 
our talented students have many opportunities to participate and excel in 
our amazing performing arts program. 
 

CLASSES FOR 2027 
As we head into Term 4, we will begin the important process of planning 
classes for 2027. Considerable time and care goes into creating 
balanced classes that support the learning, wellbeing and relationships 
of all students. 
We understand that, on occasion, families may have information about 
their child that they feel is important for us to consider when forming 
classes. If there is a significant or essential circumstance that you 
believe needs to be considered for 2027, please contact Emma Parnell, 
Sarah Ashburn or myself to discuss this. 
While we cannot accommodate general requests for particular teachers 
or classes, we will carefully consider information that is important to your 
child’s learning, wellbeing or individual circumstances as part of the 
class formation process. Please ensure that any circumstances for 
consideration are shared with the school by Friday 9th October. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK (Continued…) 
 

PRINCIPAL FORUM 
This week, Emma, Sarah and I attended a Principal Forum. These forums provide principals and 
school leaders with important updates from the Department of Education, as well as 
opportunities to discuss current priorities and share practices that support improved teaching 
and learning outcomes for all students. 

One of the key areas discussed was the changes to Digital Learning in Victorian primary 
schools from 2027. The Department is placing a greater emphasis on ensuring that digital 
devices are used purposefully and where they add value to teaching and learning. 

 

Time Spent on Digital Devices – Schools with Primary Students 
From 2027, schools with primary students are expected to: 

• limit student use of digital devices and tools across Levels F–6, other than where the 
Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0 requires use 

• design teaching and learning programs consistent with the following digital device 
student usage times: 

• Years F–2: Minimal use other than learning about and with digital technologies 
as set out in the Victorian Curriculum 2.0 

• Years 3–6: Maximum of 90 minutes per day 

Earlier this year, we purchased new laptops to support teaching and learning across the 
school. In preparation for the Department's updated expectations, we have deliberately moved 
towards a shared device model in Years 3 to 6. For example, a class set of laptops is shared 
between two classes rather than each class having its own set of devices. This provides 
students with access to technology when it is purposeful and supports us to manage device 
use within the new limits. 

This approach has already been implemented during 2026 and will continue into 2027. 

Students in Foundation to Year 2 will also continue to have access to laptops and their use will 
remain targeted and purposeful. It remains important that students develop appropriate digital 
skills and confidence, particularly as they move through the primary years. By Year 2, students 
need to be increasingly familiar with basic computer skills, including navigating a device, using 
a keyboard and completing tasks independently. 

This is particularly important as some key assessments, including NAPLAN, are completed 
online. Our approach will therefore be to ensure that students develop the digital literacy they 
need, while keeping device use purposeful and balanced with the many other important ways 
students learn at school.  

Overall, the changes provide a useful opportunity for us to continue considering when 
technology enhances learning and when learning is better supported through other 
approaches. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK (Continued…) 

 

PYP REVIEW                                                                                                                                                                       
Over the past two terms, we have undertaken a comprehensive review of the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years Programme (PYP) as the teaching and learning framework at 
Mount Eliza North Primary School. 

Following this review, the team has recommended that Mount Eliza North Primary School 
discontinue its partnership with the International Baccalaureate in 2027 and implement VTLM 
2.0 as our school’s teaching and learning framework. 

This is a significant change in framework, but it does not represent a significant change in our 
aspirations for our students.  

The principles that our community values will continue to be central to our approach. We will 
continue to develop students who are curious, creative, thoughtful, collaborative and capable 
of asking questions, exploring ideas and making connections between their learning and the 
world around them.  

There is much from our PYP journey that we intend to retain. Inquiry will remain an important 
part of learning at Mount Eliza North Primary School. We believe that students benefit from 
opportunities to wonder, question, investigate, make connections and apply their learning in 
meaningful contexts.  

We will continue to use Kath Murdoch’s Inquiry Cycle, which is already familiar to our students 
and teachers, to provide a consistent approach to inquiry across the school. 

This information has been shared via Compass. We are offering a parent and carer information 
session on the Victorian Teaching and Learning Model (VTLM) on Friday 4th September at 
2.50pm. We encourage you to come along. 

Yours in Learning, 

Caroline Chilianis, 
Principal 
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FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL CURRICULUM/PYP 

 
DEVELOPMENTAL PLAY SHED - LEARNING, PLAYING AND LEADING TOGETHER 
Our Developmental Play Shed, a student-led initiative is designed to encourage creativity, 
collaboration and positive play across our school. 

The Play Shed will be run by our student leaders, who will take on the responsibility of managing 
a simple borrowing system. Students will be able to borrow play equipment during designated 
play times, with our student leaders helping to organise, distribute and collect the equipment. 
The student leaders are doing a wonderful job at leading the way in running the shed. 

                                                 

 
FOUNDATION LEARNING  
Our Foundation students have been busy exploring the wonderful world around them as part of 
their learning about different seasons and cycles. 

They have explored the four seasons and discussed the changes they can see in the 
environment, including changes in weather, clothing, plants and activities. 

                               

Last week students turned their attention to day and night. They explored the different things we 
might see and do during the day compared with the night. Students shared their ideas by 
creating a poster.  

Emma Parnell, 
Assistant Principal Curriculum/PYP 
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FROM THE ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL WELLBEING 
 

RESILIENCE SURVEY PROJECT 2026 
 
Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
 
Student resilience, mental health and wellbeing are key factors to ensure a happy and 
fulfilling future for our young people.  

We are partnering with Living Ripples to help support the wellbeing of young people in 
schools. 

Our school will administer the Student Resilience Survey this year online in class time 
before the end of term 3.  

Students typically take 20-30 minutes to complete the survey.  

The survey is voluntary, anonymous, and no individual student can be identified. 

The survey collects the self-reported resilience, mental health, and wellbeing of students 
and will provide us with valuable information to support key strengths and address 
challenges across the school. 

The data from the survey is reported in aggregate descriptive form only, by year level and 
gender. 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding your child’s participation in this survey 
project, please contact Sarah Ashburn on 9787 6611.  

If parents wish to also complete the survey, please use this link: 
https://lr.resilientyouth.org/    Parent access code: 136158 

We thank you for your support.  

Kind regards, 

Sarah Ashburn, 
Acting Assistant Principal Wellbeing 

 

 

https://livingripples.au/
https://lr.resilientyouth.org/
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FROM THE MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING LEADER 

 
 
SWPBS COMMUNICATION, BEHAVIOUR AND FAMILY PARTNERSHIPS                                             
As part of our School-Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) approach, we aim to create a 
safe, positive and predictable environment where students know what is expected and 
experience consistent feedback and responses. 

One way we support this is through how behaviour is recorded and communicated on 
Compass. 

Green Posts recognise students demonstrating our RISE values; Respect, Integrity, Strive for 
Excellence and Empathy. They allow us to celebrate positive choices and share these 
successes with families. 

Minor Behaviours are generally managed by the staff member present. Our focus is on calmly 
reminding or reteaching expectations and helping students make a better choice next time. 
Minors are documented so we can identify patterns over time, but are not automatically shared 
with families. Families may be contacted when repeated behaviours or patterns require further 
support. 

Major Behaviours involve more significant behaviours requiring additional support or follow-up. 
These are documented and automatically shared with families through Compass. A Major 
Behaviour notification may not always be accompanied by additional communication from a 
teacher or school leader. Further contact will occur when it is considered necessary based on 
the incident, follow-up required or individual circumstances. 

Why do we record behaviour?                                                                                                                      
Recording Green Posts, Minors and Majors helps us create greater consistency across our 
school. It also provides valuable data to identify patterns, celebrate what is working and 
determine where further teaching or support may be needed. 

No system is perfect, and consistency does not mean every situation is identical. Context and 
professional judgement matter. As part of SWPBS, we continually review our processes, 
analyse our data and respond to feedback from students, staff and families. 

Ultimately, our behaviour communication is not about labelling students or keeping score. It 
helps us recognise, teach, communicate and respond consistently, so that every student is 
supported to learn, grow and RISE. 
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FROM THE MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING LEADER 
(Continued…) 

                              
Our positive recognition through Compass Green Posts continues to highlight the many 
positive choices our students make every day by demonstrating our school values of Respect, 
Integrity, Strive for Excellence and Empathy (RISE). 
We're excited to celebrate the second group of students and classes who have achieved RISE 
by earning Green Posts for all four school values. This is a fantastic achievement that reflects 
consistent positive behaviour, kindness, effort and the way these students and classes 
contribute to our school community. 

Congratulations to our RISE students: 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our RISE classes:  

   

 

We are incredibly proud of these achievements and look forward to recognising many more 
students and classes throughout the year. Every Green Post is an opportunity to acknowledge 
the positive choices that help make MENPS a safe, respectful and inclusive place to learn. 

Keep up the great work, everyone! 

Bonnie Gillan,                                                                                                                                                              
Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader 

                             

 

Celebrating RISE Success! 

Junior School 
Mia B  Juni J 
Ziggy R  Connor B 
Joe M  Oscar P 
Hayden Q Samuel P 
Elle VR  Jaxon R 
Jordie T  Cara S 
 

Senior School                   
Will B  Ernest WD 
 Louis H    
Ph i  C 
 
 Middle School 

 Olive B                 Esme L 
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FROM THE ACTING LITERACY LEARNING SPECIALIST 

 
 
BOOK WEEK 2026: A WONDERFUL CELEBRATION OF STORIES 
Although our Book Week Parade has now finished, the celebration of books and stories 
continues throughout the week. Students are still enjoying reading, listening to stories and 
creating their own wonderful writing. On Thursday and Friday, we will also welcome our special 
author visitors, who will be sharing their love of books and storytelling with students across all 
year levels. 

This year, our Book Week Parade was inspired by our Library Captains, Bronte and Evie, who 
came up with the wonderful idea of organising the parade around different book themes. From 
Magic and Fantasy to Mystery and Adventure, Animals and Nature, Space and the Future, our 
students brought their favourite stories to life. The idea worked magnificently, creating a 
colourful and joyful celebration of books across our school. 

A huge thank you to our wonderful staff who helped transform the hall and prepare everything for 
the parade. A special thank you to Mel Garbers, who organised the music and helped create 
such a fantastic atmosphere throughout the morning. 

Our student ushers also deserve a special mention. They did a wonderful job holding their signs 
and helping us create moments of calm and quiet so that everyone could hear and enjoy the 
parade. 

And, of course, we would like to thank our families. So many parents and carers put an 
enormous amount of creativity, time and effort into their children's costumes. Seeing our 
students arrive dressed as characters from their favourite books - and seeing so many families 
embrace the spirit of Book Week - was truly wonderful. 

Book Week is always a special time in our school calendar because it reminds us of the joy, 
imagination and possibilities that books bring to our lives. 

Thank you to everyone who helped make Book Week 2026 such a memorable celebration of 
stories, reading and imagination! 

 
 
Annette Wetherill, 
Acting Literacy Learning Specialist 
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SPORT NEWS 
 
 
HOOP TIME BASKETBALL COMPETITION AT JUBILEE PARK – DISTRICT COMPETITION 
On Monday, our girls' and boys' basketball teams headed to Jubilee Park to participate in the 
Hoop Time basketball competition. Our girls' team was coached by Jarrod and Keil, while Luke 
guided our boys' team. The coaches were outstanding, supporting our players through each 
game and fostering sportsmanship and teamwork. 

The boys had a strong day, securing a great win against St Thomas More and drawing with 
Overport. Although they did well overall, they did not progress to the finals this time. 

The girls kicked off the competition with impressive wins against Overport, Derinya, and 
Kunyung. Peninsula proved to be a very strong opponent, defeating MENPS in their match. Our 
girls made it through to the semi-final, where they faced a tough match against Mentone 
Grammar, who ultimately won. 

Our students showed great effort and sportsmanship throughout the day. A big thank you to all 
the parents who came along to coach, keep score, and encourage the teams. Well done to both 
teams for their fantastic performances! 

 

                                    

 

MENPS ATHLETICS 
Our school Athletics Carnival is fast approaching and will be held on Tuesday 1st September.  
All students from years 3 - 6 will be attending. 

We are looking for lots of parent helpers to assist with running the day and to accompany 
students on the bus. 

If you are available to help, please email me as soon as possible to let me know. 

angela.seaburgh@education.vic.gov.au 

Please note that all parent helpers are required to have a current WWCC registered with our 
school office. 

Thank you for your support. We look forward to a fantastic day! 
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SPORT NEWS (Continued…) 
 

INTERSCHOOL SNOW SPORTS – MOUNT BULLER 
On Sunday, 16th August Oscar from Foundation proudly represented our school at the 
Interschool Snow Sports competition at Mt Buller, competing in both the Giant Slalom and Ski 
Cross events. 
  
It was a fantastic day on the slopes, with students from schools across the region coming 
together to compete, challenge themselves and enjoy the snow. The Giant Slalom tested the 
competitors’ speed, technique and ability to navigate the course, while the Ski Cross provided an 
exciting and action-packed challenge where the skiers were timed on a course including jumps 
and high-banked turns. Older children were offered the opportunity to compete in additional 
events such as Moguls, Snowboard Cross and Giant Slalom; Oscar is looking forward to 
competing in these in the future. 
 
Oscar showed great enthusiasm, determination and sportsmanship throughout both events. 
It was a wonderful opportunity for him to represent the school, experience competitive snow 
sports and enjoy a great day in the mountains. Well done Oscar! 
 

 

             
 
 
Dates coming up for term 3 

Date Event Location Year Levels 

1/9/26 MENPS House Athletics Ballam Park Athletics Track Years 3 - 6 

11/9/26 District Athletics Mornington Athletics Track Selected students 
years     4 - 6 

 
 
Ange Seaburgh, 
PE Teacher and Sports Coordinator 
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THE CIRCUS IS COMING TO 
MENPS! 

Our Year 6 students are busy preparing for their final circus performance in September! With 
rehearsals taking place twice a week, the students are developing their circus skills, building 

confidence and working together as a team. There is plenty of energy, laughter and 
determination as they practise and perfect their routines. We can’t wait to see all their hard work 

come together on the big stage in September — it’s sure to be a spectacular show! 

Evening performances for family: 
Monday 7th & Wednesday 9th September 7.30-8.30pm 

 
Matinee performance for MENPS students: 

Monday or Wednesday morning session TBC 

 

     
 

Melina Garbers, 
Music and Performing Arts Teacher 
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THE SMILE SQUAD 

 

THE SMILE SQUAD FREE SCHOOL DENTAL PROGRAM IS COMING TO OUR SCHOOL 

Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                                                

The Smile Squad team from Bayside Health are coming to our school soon. 

Smile Squad is the Victorian Government free school dental program. This means ALL students 
can get a free dental check-up, preventive services, and treatment at school. 

How to access free dental care                                                                                                                                       
We need your consent before we can provide services. Consent is usually provided by a parent 
or guardian. 
 
Sign up to Smile Squad at: https://bit.ly/smilesquadvic OR use the below QR code: 

 

 

 

 
A special thank you to Team Kids for providing a sumptious morning tea on Tuesday last week. 

The lovely selection of sweet treats was very much appreciated by staff! 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fsmilesquadvic__%3B!!HPXDPA!eRzKAqWl2wvrCbpZ0d7gSGjWl_hmgljL15qAsjQ8VRNgx_gNkbaGbIe8kR3h732_5QqdLGqGpG7VrVmuPyF8bVPj86LLFeYPW8k_O35xD1ZUgQ%24&data=05%7C02%7CKate.Lyell%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb4d58755dfc1424e8c6208def6cdc00b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639219560716666034%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DkwXnwi047V8NClxVNOwGe2OpyImp0syCgbF5xBHCX8%3D&reserved=0
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SCHOOL DROP-OFF/PICK-UP, PARKING AND ROAD SAFETY 

  

Parents are asked to be considerate of parking at the school and the congestion which can be 
caused by arriving at the school early in the afternoon before school dismisses for the day.  

There is a ‘Kiss & Go’ sign near the top of the staff carpark which indicates to all vehicles the 
nature of the drop-off/ pick-up area.   

For safety reasons, parents are reminded not to park near the reserve at the top of the school 
during drop-off and pick-up times. 

We also extend a friendly reminder to all parents, carers and students alike to be mindful when 
walking through the pick-up/ drop-off area.  It is important to note that pedestrians, and those 
riding their bike or scooter to school, must stick to the paths to avoid any dangerous situations 
such as walking on the school driveway and students walking behind or in front of moving 
vehicles on the road. The safety of all students, families, and staff is the number one priority at 
Mount Eliza North Primary School. 

Please be mindful that there is no right turn out of Moseley Drive between the hours of             
8:30-9:30 am and 2:30-4:00 pm.  

We thank you for your cooperation and  consideration in this matter. 
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The aim of this election commitment was to continue to grow recreational fishing participation in 
Victoria, by actively encouraging primary school aged children to learn more about the art of 
fishing, marine life and the natural environment. Encouraging children to be outside and active 
aligns with whole of Victorian Government initiatives underway to optimise health, wellbeing, 
connectedness and inclusiveness in Victoria. 

Following the successful implementation of the commitment, the Victorian Government will run 
the program again in 2026, via the Victorian Fisheries Authority, offering 82,500 Little Angler kits to 
primary school children in 2026. 

The FREE kits provide a wonderful school holiday activity for children with their families and help 
ease the cost of living, providing a fun activity close to home. 

Year 5 students at all Victorian schools, including ours, will be offered the opportunity to receive a 
FREE Little Angler Kit. Year 5 students have been selected based on the Victorian Curriculum 
focus, movement and motor development, and safety considerations. 

The program is entirely voluntary. Schools were provided with the option to opt out of the program. 
Our school has opted to stay in the program so that parents can decide whether they want their 
child(ren) to receive a fishing kit. 

OPT OUT                                                                                                                                                                                           
Parents of year 5 students can advise the school if they do not wish their child(ren) to participate 
for any reason whatsoever. We support parents in making decisions that align with their family 
values and beliefs. 

RECEIVING KITS                                                                                                                                                                                    
The roll out of kits will occur in August 2026 so that all participating children will have a kit in time 
for the September school holidays. 

The kits include a rod, reel with line, tackle tray, some tackle (including fishing hooks and lead-free 
sinkers) and information on how to use them to catch a fish. The tackle tray will be wrapped in 
cardboard and placed inside a pocket inside the fishing kit bag, which will be sealed with a cable 
tie to discourage students from opening their kits until they are with a parent or carer. The kits will 
also have a safety label attached to the outside of the kit bag, recommending that students wait to 
open the kits until they are under the care and supervision of an adult. 

Kits will be handed out to students to take home with them as soon as the school receives them. 
Teachers will tell students not to open the kits until they are safely at home with a parent or carer, 
however parents can contact the school and request to collect their kit from the school 
themselves if they prefer. 

 
 

 The Victorian Government is committed to increasing the 
number and diversity of people fishing and enjoying Victoria’s 
local seafood, growing healthy and sustainable fisheries 
sectors and contributing to Victoria’s social and economic 
prosperity. This is why the Victorian Government distributed 
95,000 Little Angler kits to primary aged students in 2023/24, 
via the Victorian Fisheries Authority, as part of a $1.5M 
election commitment, funded via the sale of Victorian 
recreational fishing licences, i.e. funded by recreational 
fishers.  
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