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INQUIRER * REFLECTIVE * COMMUNICATOR * RISK – TAKER * BALANCED * KNOWLEDGEABLE * THINKER * CARING * OPEN-MINDED * PRINCIPLED 

 
Mount Eliza North Primary School strives to create a community of learners who are empowered to inquire, achieve and contribute to the world around them. 
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KEY DATES 
 

 

Friday 24th April 

Whole School 
Colour Run 
1:30-3:30pm 
 
Wednesday 29th 
April 
Year 1 & 2 RACV 
incursion 
 
Monday 4th May 
Curriculum Day - 
no school 
 
Tuesday 5th – Friday 
8th May 
Body Education 
 

Wednesday 6th May 

Mothers’ Day Brunch 

& Stall 

 

Thursday 7th May 

Year 4 State Library 

excursion 

 

Friday 8th May 

School Cross Country 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK… 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
         
I hope you have had a great first week back at school. We are very lucky to 
be having the weather we are, especially considering it is our COLOUR RUN 
WEEK        

I would like to say a big thank you to our volunteers and staff who have 
worked really hard to make the event a success. I would also like to 
congratulate students on their fundraising efforts and the community 
support of our school. 

ANZAC DAY                                                                                                                                                             
On Saturday 25th April I will be accompanied by our school captains Josh 
and Addison to attend the ANZAC Day ceremony organized by Mt Eliza 
Rotary. Josh and Addison will lay a wreath on behalf of our school as part of 
the ceremony. 

On Tuesday 19th May we will be holding our annual Grandparents and 
Special Visitors Morning Tea. This event will run from 9.15am until 11.30am. 
Visitors are welcome to visit their child/s classes and then enjoy morning 
tea, kindly provided by our school community. 
 
2027 FOUNDATION TOURS  
We take 2027 Foundation tours weekly. Our School Captains and Vice 
Captains accompany us on the tours giving a student’s perspective on the 
benefits of being a student at Mount Eliza North Primary School. I really 
enjoy taking prospective parents on a tour of our beautiful school, 
highlighting our outstanding academic achievements, excellent facilities, 
and extensive specialist programs.  
 
ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY (AtoSS) 
The AtoSS is a voluntary student survey offered by the Department of 
Education every year to help schools and the department understand 
students' experiences of school. We will ask your child about their thoughts 
and feelings about their school, their learning, relationships with other 
students, resilience, bullying, health and wellbeing, physical activity, and 
life in general. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK (Continued…) 

 
 
This year, the survey will be conducted at Mount Eliza North Primary School from Monday 11th May 
until Friday 12th June. This survey is completed by students in years 4 to 6. 

Your child will be invited to complete the survey online during class time using a purpose built 
secure online survey tool. We are not “testing” your child.  

A letter providing more detailed information will be sent via Compass prior to the commencement of 
the survey. This survey is voluntary. If you do not want your child to do the survey, please opt out by 
emailing your child’s class teacher before the survey starts on Monday 11th May. 
 
PARKING and TRAFFIC 
At the moment it appears that roadworks are everywhere! Moorooduc Highway and Nepean Hwy are 
both very busy. There are also works happening at Fulton Road which is having an impact on the 
parking that is available for our families. Our ‘kiss and go’ works well if we keep the traffic moving 
continuously through. Can you please remind your child/ren that they need to be up at the top of the 
school waiting. We kindly ask that parents and carers do not park in ‘kiss and go’ or exit their cars.  
 
TAKING ACTION                                                                                                                                                                                  
I love that our students embrace their entrepreneurial skills and creativity and enjoy making games 
and products. Recently however we have had several students making items and wanting to sell or 
trade their products in the school grounds with their peers. Unfortunately, we are unable to support 
the exchange of money or goods amongst students, no matter how great the product or idea. We 
would appreciate your support in reminding your child/ren about this. Please also remind students 
that they can’t bring toys from home to school for use in the yard.  

BERRY STREET TRAINING  
We are beginning our journey with the Berry Street Education Model on Monday the 4th of May. As a 
result of this work this day will be a Curriculum Day for all students. The Berry Street Education Model 
(BSEM) uses evidence-informed strategies to support educators in meeting diverse learning needs 
and enhance student engagement, self-regulation, relationships, wellbeing, and academic 
achievement. This will complement our work on School Wide Positive Behaviours. It is a significant 
investment as it entails 4 days of training in total. We are looking forward to the learning that we will 
be part of. 
 
MESC VISIT                                                                                                                                                                                     
This week we had staff from Mount Eliza Secondary College come and visit our school and see the 
teaching and learning that takes place in our classrooms. They visited classrooms and then visited 
the year 6 PLC team to watch some of their planning session. This is a great collegiate activity as it 
gives our local secondary college insight into the primary school experiences that many future 
students have. 

I hope you have a wonderful weekend! I believe my week may end in lots of colour and slime        

Yours in Learning, 
 
Caroline Chilianis, 
Principal 
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FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL CURRICULUM/PYP 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

WELCOME BACK  
With the start of Term 2 comes a renewed sense of purpose and energy. It’s a time when students 
settle back in, look ahead to what’s coming, and approach their learning with fresh focus. New topics, 
events, and activities give everyone the chance to re-engage, try something new, and give their best. 
Whether you’re starting strong or easing back into the rhythm, Term 2 is full of opportunity. The hard 
work matters – but so does the curiosity, the energy, and the willingness to have a go. 

YEARS 3-6 SPELLING MASTERY 
At Mount Eliza North Primary School, we understand the importance of Literacy in lifelong learning. 
Being able to read, write and spell encompasses a diverse set of skills that empower individuals to 
comprehend, interpret, and communicate effectively across different contexts. It also provides the 
ability to successfully engage with and contribute to society. There is a direct link between efficiency 
in literacy and further lifelong outcomes. 

It is for this reason that we have been spending a great deal of time reflecting on current practice and 
ensuring we are keeping up with the latest scientific understandings on how children learn to spell, 
read and write. Our goal is to ensure we are creating the optimum environment for students to 
experience growth, success and to be the best they can be. On top of the basics, we also want to 
cultivate the ability to think critically and analytically, to question and potentially challenge what we 
are exposed to. To be able to use our literacy skills to engage with a broad range of media whilst 
continuing to think for ourselves. 

Our years 3-6 teachers and students have been learning about and implementing Spelling Mastery. 
Spelling Mastery is an evidence-based program that builds dependable spelling skills for students in 
our school from years 3-6 through a highly structured direct instruction method that blends the 
following approaches: 

Phonemic approach - helps beginning spellers learn the relationships between spoken sounds and 
written letters and then apply them to spelling 

Morphemic approach - exposes advanced spellers to prefixes, bases, and suffixes 

Whole-word approach - gives spellers at all levels the meaning and root of a word and shows how 
the word's spelling is influenced. 

Spelling Mastery interweaves these three approaches according to students’ skill development and 
provides straightforward lessons to help efficiently and effectively teach the spelling skills students 
need to become proficient readers and writers. 

Explicit instruction, careful selection of spelling words, and repeated and cumulative practice help 
students master each concept and reinforce and retain key information. 

 
Emma Parnell, 
Assistant Principal Curriculum/PYP 
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FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL WELLBEING 

 

RESILIENCE                                                                                                                                                                         
Resilience refers to the ability to successfully adapt to stressors, maintaining psychological well-being 
in the face of adversity. It's the ability to “bounce back” from difficult experiences. 

Developing resilience in children is a key part of supporting their wellbeing and success - both at 
school and beyond. Resilience helps children cope with challenges, manage setbacks, and build 
confidence in their ability to navigate life’s ups and downs. 

At primary school age, resilience is not about avoiding difficulties, but learning how to respond to 
them. Children benefit from opportunities to try new things, make mistakes, and persist when tasks 
feel challenging. As adults, we play an important role in guiding this process. 

One of the most effective ways to build resilience is by encouraging a growth mindset. Praising effort, 
persistence, and problem-solving - rather than just outcomes - helps children understand that 
improvement comes with practice. Simple language such as “You worked really hard on that” or “What 
could you try next time?” reinforces this message. 

At Mount Eliza North Primary School, resilience is explicitly taught through the Respectful 
Relationships (RRRR) curriculum. This program supports students to develop emotional awareness, 
positive coping strategies, and strong interpersonal skills. In addition, daily Circle Times are embedded 
across all classrooms, providing a safe and supportive space for students to share, reflect, and build a 
strong sense of connection with their peers and teachers. 

Establishing strong, supportive relationships is essential. Children who feel safe, valued, and listened 
to are more likely to take positive risks and bounce back from difficulties. Regular conversations about 
emotions can help children develop the language to express how they feel and seek support when 
needed. 

It is also important to allow children to experience manageable challenges. While it can be tempting to 
step in quickly, giving children time to work through problems independently builds confidence and 
coping skills. 

At school, we are committed to fostering resilience through our learning programs and supportive 
classroom environments. We encourage families to continue these approaches at home, working 
together to help children develop the skills they need to thrive. 

As always please reach out if you would like any support regarding your child’s wellbeing. 

Until next time… 

 
Lou Atkinson, 
Assistant Principal Wellbeing 
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FROM THE ACTING LITERARY LEARNING SPECIALIST 

 

THE POWER OF READING TOGETHER 
Reading with your child is one of the most powerful and simple ways to support their learning and 
wellbeing. It is more than just sounding out words on a page - it is a special time to connect, imagine 
and grow together. It’s something that perhaps you did instinctively when your child was younger; 
daily readers and bed time books, but that doesn’t need to stop when readers stop coming home. 
Things may have been a bit simpler then too; less after school commitments etc. BUT when families 
read regularly with their children, amazing things happen. Children build stronger vocabulary, 
improve their understanding, and develop a love of stories and learning. Just 10 - 15 minutes of 
reading each day can make a big difference over time. 

WHY IS READING TOGETHER SO IMPORTANT?                                                                                              
Research shows that children who read at home with family: 

• hear up to 1.4 million more words by the time they start school when read to regularly 
• are more likely to perform better in literacy and across all subjects 
• develop stronger concentration and listening skills 
• build empathy by exploring different characters, cultures and ideas 

Reading also supports emotional wellbeing. Sharing a story creates a calm, safe space where 
children can relax, ask questions and express their thoughts. 

IT’S NOT JUST ABOUT SCHOOL SUCCESS 
Reading together helps children see reading as enjoyable, not just something they do in the 
classroom. When children see adults reading and enjoying books, they are more likely to develop 
positive reading habits themselves. 

SIMPLE WAYS OF MAKING READING PART OF YOUR ROUTINE 
• create a daily reading time - before bed is a great option 
• take turns reading - you read one page, your child reads the next 
• ask questions - “What do you think will happen next?” or “Why did the character do that?” 
• explore different texts - storybooks, comics, recipes, or even signs when out and about 
• visit the library together - let your child choose books that interest them 

FOR ALL AGES AND STAGES 
Reading together is valuable at every age. Younger children benefit from hearing stories read aloud, 
while older children still enjoy sharing a chapter book or discussing what they are reading 
independently. 

A SMALL HABIT WITH A BIG IMPACT 
Even on busy days, a few minutes of shared reading can make a lasting difference. It builds skills, 
strengthens relationships, and nurtures a lifelong love of learning. 

So, let’s work together to make reading a joyful part of every child’s day. 

Annette Wetherill, 
Acting Literary Learning Specialist 
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BOOK FAIR 2026 

 
Term 2 brings our much-anticipated Annual Book Fair Bonanza! We will have a wonderful selection 
of books available, including titles from the authors your children know and love. 

Families are warmly invited to visit the Book Fair from Monday 18th -  Friday 22nd May at the following 
times: 
Morning: 8:30  - 9:00 am 
Afternoon: 3:15  - 3:45 pm 

The fair will also be open during Special Friends and Grandparents Day  and we would love some 
volunteers to assist on the day. To sign up to help click on the following link 
volunteersignup.org/KF7H3 

 We encourage cashless payments where possible, though cash will be accepted. If you’re unable to 
attend in person, purchases can be made online via the Lamont Book Fairs payment portal. 

All classes will have the opportunity to visit the Book Fair and create wish lists, which will be sent 
home to assist with ordering—so please keep an eye on school bags! 

To make an online payment, visit: 
https://payments.lamontauthors.com.au 

Once payment is complete, you will receive a confirmation and receipt via email. Your child must 
bring a copy of this receipt to school to redeem their items at the Book Fair. Please ensure all items 
are collected before the fair ends. 

Please note: 

• Items must be redeemed during the Book Fair  
• Ensure payment amounts are correct, as refunds cannot be provided  

Thank you for supporting our school and encouraging a love of reading. 

Mel Plant 

 

https://volunteersignup.org/KF7H3
https://payments.lamontauthors.com.au/
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