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Mount Eliza North Primary School strives to create a community of learners who are empowered to inquire, achieve and contribute to the world around them. 

 

  

 

 

6 Moseley Dve, Mount Eliza 3930 Ph: 9787 6611 Email: mount.eliza.north.ps@education.vic.gov.au Web: www.menps.vic.edu.au 

      ISSUE 7, 4th June 2026 
                                                                                             

                                                                    

KEY DATES 
 
Friday 5th June 
Report Writing Day –  
No school 
 
Monday 8th June 
King’s Birthday Public 
Holiday 
 
Friday 12th June 
Milo’s Birthday Surprise 
Parade 
Foundation 
9.15 am  
 
Friday 12th June 
Girls AFL 
Boys Netball 
Year 6 
 
Wednesday 17th June 
Regional Cross Country 
 
Thursday 18th June 
Winter Lightning 
Premiership  
Year 6 
 
Tuesday 23rd June 
School Open Afternoon 
2.30 – 3.30 pm 
 
Friday 26th June 
End of Term 2 
2.30 pm dismissal 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK… 
 
 
STATE PRINCIPALS CONFERENCE  
Emma, Lou and I attended the two day State Principals’ Conference last 
week, where we participated in a range of thought provoking seminars 
and workshops focused on contemporary educational leadership and 
practice. 

The conference featured presentations from leading educational 
experts, including Dr Carl Hendrick, who explored Bridging the Knowing–
Doing Gap: Leading Evidence-Informed Practice in Victorian Schools, 
and Dr Nathaniel Swain, who presented Coherent Systems for VTLM 2.0 
Success: Leading the Shift from Personal Pedagogies to Shared 
Excellence. We also attended workshops showcasing innovative 
practices from schools across Victoria and the work they are 
undertaking to improve student outcomes. 

A key focus of the conference was the Victorian Teaching and Learning 
Model (VTLM) 2.0. This revised framework outlines the evidence 
informed principles that underpin high quality teaching and learning 
across Victorian schools. It places a strong emphasis on understanding 
how students learn and using this evidence to inform effective teaching 
practice. 

VTLM 2.0 provides a clear and streamlined framework built around two 
key components: 

1. Elements of Learning – describing the process of human 
learning, drawing on evidence from cognitive science, 
neuroscience and educational psychology.  

2. Elements of Teaching – highlighting the evidence based 
practices that most effectively support student learning, 
including planning, enabling learning, explicit teaching and 
supported application 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK (Continued…) 
 
 

The conference reinforced the importance of aligning our teaching practices with the growing body of 
evidence about how students learn best and provided valuable insights to support ongoing 
improvement in teaching and learning across our school. It was inspiring and validated the hard work 
and emphasis on improvement that we have as a school. 

 

 
 

SAFETY 
Student safety is always our highest priority. From time to time, it is important to review and reinforce 
the processes and practices that help us maintain a safe and supportive environment for all members 
of our school community. 

PHOTOS 
As outlined in our policy, Mount Eliza North Primary School permits parents/carers, students and 
invited guests to photograph, film or record school performances, sporting events and other school 
approved activities. 

We ask that any photos or videos taken are for personal use only and are not published or shared in 
any form, including on social media, without the consent of the families of any children who appear in 
the images. When taking photos or videos, parents and carers should ensure that their own child 
remains the primary focus. 

Thank you for helping us protect the privacy and safety of all students. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK (Continued…) 
 
 
SCHOOL PICKUP  
School pick up at the Kiss and Go area on Tuesday evening was the smoothest it has been for some 
time. Students were ready at the gate, and the traffic flow moved efficiently. Thank you to everyone 
for your cooperation and support. 

We have also received feedback that the Kinder Car Park and Fulton Road become particularly busy 
during pick up times. Please ensure you follow all signage, parking regulations and school 
procedures when collecting children from these areas. By working together and remaining vigilant, 
we can help keep all students, families and community members safe. 

CHRONICLE 
At the beginning of Term 2, we introduced changes to Chronicle communication with families. As 
part of these changes, Major Behaviour incidents are now visible to parents and carers through 
Compass. 

Some families have indicated that they can only see the initial notification and attached letter. 
Additional information is available through the Compass app by following these steps: 

1. Open the Compass app. 
2. Select your child’s profile by clicking on their photo. 
3. Choose the Chronicle tab from the menu options across the top of the screen. 

This will provide access to any further information that has been recorded. 

Please note, that to protect the privacy of all students, Chronicle entries will not include the names 
of other students involved in an incident. 

Our approach is always focused on helping students learn from their behaviour and make positive 
choices in the future. When students make unsuitable choices, our priority is to support them to 
understand the impact of their actions, repair relationships where needed, and develop strategies 
for success. 

This may involve a restorative conversation, participation in our Restorative Chat Group facilitated 
by Mrs Atkinson, Mrs Parnell, Mrs Wetherill, Ms Gillan and myself, or a Principal’s Reflection. These 
processes are designed to encourage accountability, reflection and personal growth. 

Where behaviours are repeated or more serious in nature, additional consequences and supports 
may be implemented in line with our school’s Student Wellbeing and Engagement policies. 

As a school, we have a clear expectation that all members of our community treat one another with 
respect and care. We firmly believe that any form of physical violence is unacceptable and ask 
families to support us by reinforcing this message at home. By working together, we can help all 
students develop the skills they need to build positive relationships and contribute to a safe and 
inclusive school environment. 

CURRIULUM DAY 
Our Curriculum Day is on Friday. Students are not required at school on this day.  

Yours in Learning, 
Caroline Chilianis, 
Principal 
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 FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL CURRICULUM/PYP 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 
TIMES TABLES ROCKSTARS 
We know how important it is for children to learn their times tables, but it’s hard work for you and for 
them. Times Tables Rock Stars is a maths program that takes all the worry out of learning times 
tables and has a proven track record of boosting children’s fluency and recall in multiplication and 
division. This year several of our classes have registered for Times Tables Rockstars and a few weeks 
ago they competed in a statewide competition against students across the state. MENPS came 23rd 
in the state which is an amazing effort. Great work to all the students who participated in the 
challenge.  
 

            
 
ROUTINES AT MENPS 
Optimising learning time involves creating consistent routines that automate administrative tasks, 
focus attention, and manage energy. 

Effective classroom management creates safe and supportive learning environments for all 
students. Our classrooms have been working hard to establish strong learning routines to support 
the learning environment 
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FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL CURRICULUM/PYP (Continued…) 
 

NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORYTIME 2026 
On Wednesday 27th of May, millions of children, teachers, and library lovers across Australia and 
beyond came together to read Luna Roo at the same time - celebrating the joy of reading, storytelling 
and connection. Published by Little Book Press, the story follows the spirited kangaroo Luna and her 
friends as they chase their football dreams across the outback, blending action, teamwork and fun to 
inspire young readers. Luna Roo was selected from 84 submissions from publishers around the 
country. 

 
GRANDPARENTS AND SPECIAL VISITORS and BOOK FAIR 
A few weeks ago, we held our Annual Book Fair and Grandparents and Special Visitors morning. We 
were inundated with visitors and generous donations for morning tea and this was enjoyed by many in 
the multi-purpose room. Throughout the morning, we had hundreds of visitors throughout the school, 
which was amazing. Many thanks to Mel Plant for her organisation and coordination of the Book Fair. I 
would also like to thank our amazing PFA volunteers who turned the morning tea donations into an 
elaborate spread for all our visitors. Everyone loved having visitors throughout the morning. 
 
YEAR ONE COMMUNITY DAY  
As part of the year one inquiry into ‘People and places within our community meet our different needs’, 
students had a few community helpers visit them. They had a visit from the Mount Eliza Fire brigade 
and the local police officers.  As a celebration of their learning, the year one students had a community 
day where they dressed up as a community helper and worked collaboratively to plan and create their 
own community using recyclable materials. As always, we would like to thank our teachers for their 
support in making the day enjoyable. 

 
Emma Parnell, 
Assistant Principal Curriculum/PYP 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                    
                                  

 
 
We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Victoria and pay respect to the ongoing living cultures of First Peoples. 

 

  
FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL WELLBEING AND INCLUSION 

 
It is hard to believe that we are already nearing the end of Term 2 and the halfway point of the school 
year. As always, supporting the wellbeing and social development of our students has remained a strong 
focus across the school. Throughout the year, students have participated in a range of important learning 
experiences, including: 

1. Regular lessons from the Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships program 
2. Body Education sessions with Kelly Nash 
3. Cyber Safety education through Inform and Empower 

 

To further support this learning, families were also invited to attend parent information sessions on Body 
Education and Cyber Safety.  

Inform and Empower 
We understand that not all families were able to attend the Cyber Safety session, so I have attached a 
letter ‘Raising Kids in a Digital World' from one of the founders of Inform and Empower on the following 
pages for you to read and refer to at home. 

Throughout the year you will be sent tip sheets from your classroom teacher which relate to the content 
covered during the online session so please look out for these. 

Opportunities yet to come: 
1. Brainstorm productions – anti bullying theme 
2. First aid workshops for all students 
3. Speak Share workshops for senior students 
4. It’s Okay not to be Okay workshops for senior students. 

Thank you for your ongoing support as we continue working together to help our students build safe, 
respectful and positive relationships both online and offline. 

Until next time… 

Lou Atkinson 
Assistant Principal Wellbeing and Inclusion 
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  FROM THE MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING LEADER 
                                                                                                      

                      
BERRY STREET EDUCATIONAL MODEL: WORKING TOGETHER TO SUPPORT STUDENT   
WELLBEING 
At Mount Eliza North Primary School, our staff have recently undertaken professional learning in the 
Berry Street Education Model (BSEM). BSEM is an evidence-informed approach that helps schools 
support students' wellbeing, engagement, self-regulation, relationships, and learning success. 

We know that students thrive when the important adults in their lives work together and use a shared 
understanding of how children learn and develop. To help build this connection between school and 
home, we will be sharing a series of Berry Street Family Information Sheets. 

These short information sheets will explore key concepts from our staff training and explain how they 
support both students and teachers in the classroom. They will also include practical ideas that 
families can use at home, along with recommended books, podcasts, websites, or other resources for 
those interested in learning more. 

As part of each information sheet, families will find a simple activity to try together. These activities 
are designed to encourage conversation, strengthen relationships, and support the wellbeing of both 
children and adults. 

We hope you enjoy exploring these resources with your family and look forward to sharing the first 
information sheet with you on the following page of this newsletter. 

 

Bonnie Gillan, 
Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader 
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FROM THE ACTING LITERACY LEARNING SPECIALIST 

 

READING AND WRITING REALLY DOES GROW THE BRAIN! 
Did you know that every time your child reads, writes, talks, or listens to stories, their brain is 
actually growing stronger? Literacy helps build important brain connections linked to memory, 
problem solving, vocabulary, concentration, and emotional development. The more children 
practise reading and writing, the more efficient and confident their brains become — a bit like 
strengthening a muscle through exercise! 

The great news is that simple things at home can make a huge difference. Reading together for even 
10 minutes a day helps build vocabulary and comprehension skills. Talking during everyday activities 
— in the car, at dinner, or while shopping — also strengthens language development. Encourage your 
child to ask questions, explain ideas, and talk about books, movies, or interesting things they notice. 

Writing at home is powerful too! Shopping lists, notes, journals, recipes, comics, or even silly stories 
all help children build strong literacy skills. Most importantly, make reading and writing fun. When 
children enjoy literacy, they become more confident learners. 

Research shows that writing by hand helps the brain grow stronger. When children use a pencil to 
form letters, the brain connects movement, memory, language, and thinking together. This can help 
with reading, spelling, learning, and remembering information. 

Typing is still important, but handwriting helps children slow down and think more carefully about 
their ideas. Simple writing activities at home can make a big difference to your child’s learning and 
brain development. 

Annette Wetherill, 
Acting Literacy Learning Specialist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MILO’S BIRTHDAY SURPRISE! 
WHEN: FRIDAY 12TH JUNE 
To celebrate coming to the end of ‘Milo’s Birthday Surprise’, the Foundation students will be holding 
their own party for Milo’s birthday!  
Foundation students please come dressed as your favourite Little Learners character. 

We will hold a parade at 9:15 am in the Multipurpose Room.  
Foundation parents are warmly invited to attend.                      
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SPORT NEWS 

              
 
MENPS CROSS COUNTRY 
What an incredible day we had on Wednesday at our MENPS Cross Country! The energy, 
determination and school spirit on display made it such a fantastic event, and all of our students 
should be extremely proud of themselves. 
It was so exciting to watch our students tackle the challenging hilly course, push through the tough 
moments and give their absolute best from start to finish. For some students, it was their very first 
cross country experience, while for others it was their final MENPS cross country, and every single 
student should be celebrated for their effort and determination. 
A huge thank you must go to our wonderful parent helpers. Events like this simply would not be 
possible without your support, encouragement and enthusiasm throughout the day. 
We would also like to give a special shout out to our amazing MESC students, who ran the course 
multiple times to help guide and encourage our runners. Your support was outstanding! Our House 
Captains were also fantastic, doing an amazing job assisting and motivating our Foundation to year 
2 students around the course. 
Congratulations to all students who finished in the top 10.  An incredible achievement! It has also 
been fantastic to see the improvement and confidence of students who have been attending 
Running Club. Your hard work is certainly paying off. 
Congratulations to Boronia who came out house winners of our cross country. 
Well done again to all of our runners for showing resilience, perseverance and outstanding 
sportsmanship. What a brilliant day for our MENPS community! 
 
 
MOUNT ELIZA DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY 
The Mount Eliza District Cross Country was held on Monday 25th May at Peninsula Grammar. 
Students who finished in the top 10 in our House Cross Country were invited to attend.  
The MENPS team of 60 runners performed remarkably well. All students ran their best and 
represented the school community proudly. We had five top 10 finishers and these students are 
heading to the Southern Peninsula Division Carnival on Wednesday 3rd June at Hastings foreshore. 
A big congratulations to all students who raced and good luck to the following students who will 
represent MENPS at the Division level.  
 
Thank you to our parent helpers for walking to Peninsula with us and supervising our students:  
11 Boys - Roman 
11 Girls - Mandipa  
10 Boys - Jeremy, Harvey and Sonny 
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SPORT NEWS (Continued…) 

                

  
 

              
 

         
 
 
RUNNING CLUB 
We’re excited to announce that Running Club will continue each Monday and Thursday throughout 
Term 2!  We've received fantastic feedback, and it's wonderful to see both students and staff joining 
in to the sessions from 8.15am - 8.40am. We also love seeing parents get involved and challenging 
themselves alongside the students.  
As the weather gets colder and wetter, please feel free to wear a running outfit to Running Club, and 
bring your school uniform to change into afterwards. It’s also a good idea to bring a spare pair of 
running shoes to keep comfortable, just in case your feet get wet from the oval.  We look forward to 
seeing more faces and staying active together 
 
 
YEAR 6 SPORT 
This term is an exciting and busy time for our year 6 students, with plenty of opportunities to get 
involved, represent the school and enjoy some friendly competition. 
Our year 6 students have the opportunity to participate in the Girls AFL and Boys Netball Day on 
Friday 12th June. We know students are looking forward to the day and the chance to showcase 
their teamwork, skills and sportsmanship 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                                    
                                  

 
 
We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Victoria and pay respect to the ongoing living cultures of First Peoples. 

 

  

SPORT NEWS (Continued…) 

                

 All year 6 students will also take part in the Winter Lightning Premiership on Thursday 18th June. This 
is always a fantastic day filled with energy, participation and house spirit, and we can’t wait to see 
our students get involved and give it their best effort. 
***For both of these events, we require parent helpers to assist with coaching and supervising 
teams. If you have experience in any of the sports below, or are simply happy to help out on the day, 
please email me; 
 your support would be greatly appreciated. 
We are currently seeking helpers for the following teams: 

● Girls Netball × 3 
● Boys Netball × 2 
● Soccer × 1 
● Tee Ball × 1 
● Girls AFL × 2 
● Boys AFL × 2 

It is strongly recommended that our soccer team members wear a mouthguard on the day of 
competition. For all AFL teams, mouthguards are compulsory for both training sessions and 
competition days. Football boots are optional. 
Training days are as follows: 

● Girls AFL – Mondays 
● Boys Netball – Tuesdays 
● Boys AFL – Fridays 
● Soccer, Tee Ball and Girls Netball – Fridays 

We thank our families in advance for their continued support and look forward to another exciting 
term of sport for our year 6 students. 
DATES COMING UP FOR TERM 2 

Date Event Location Year 
Levels 

3/6/26 Division Cross 
Country 

Hastings foreshore selected 
students 

12/6/26 Boys Netball and  
Girls AFL Day 

Netball - Frankston District Netball Stadium 
AFL - Ballam Park Football Oval 

selected 
year 6 

17/6/26 Regional Cross 
Country 

Hastings foreshore  

18/6/26 Winter Lightning 
Prem 

Peninsula Grammar,, Overport Park and 
Frankston Netball Courts 

year 6 

Ange Seaburgh, 
PE Teacher & Sport Coordinator 
 

 
 



 

                                    
                                  

 
 
We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Victoria and pay respect to the ongoing living cultures of First Peoples. 

 

  
ART NEWS 

 
In support of Reconciliation Week, we learnt about this year’s artist representative Otis Hope Carey. 
He designed the poster and is recognised world wide as an accomplished artist. 

 

 

 

We looked at his process which involves applying layers of paint to create various overlapping 
patterns. We used paints called paint slicks that allow us to layer colours within a short amount of 
time because they dry very quickly. Some colours even give a transparent appearance similar to 
Carey’s work. 

There are a few collaborative works around the school as a celebration of students’ work. They have 
intentionally been put together without names to represent us working as a team. The largest in the 
front office if you are interested in having a look at their beautiful creations.  
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ART NEWS 

 

 
 
Sophie Vuat, 
Art Teacher 
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Term 3 will see all year 6 students take part in Circus School, specialising in Aerial Circus and 
acrobatics. A place where we embrace creativity, individuality and expression through movement. 
We build on fitness, strength and flexibility in a way that is exciting and fulfilling. We have amazing, 
experienced coaches from SOUL CIRCUS, who have a wealth of knowledge and expertise to share 
with you on all levels of development through the beautiful World of Circus Arts.     

           

In preparation for this exciting unit in Term 3, SOUL CIRCUS has been visiting with our year 6 
students weekly on a Wednesday morning to see where all our strengths lie and give the students a 
taste of what’s to come! 
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 Link: VicStudentsPortal 
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