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INQUIRER * REFLECTIVE * COMMUNICATOR * RISK - TAKER * BALANCED * KNOWLEDGEABLE * THINKER * CARING * OPEN-MINDED * PRINCIPLED

Mount Eliza North Primary School strives to credte a community of learners who dare empowered to inquire, dchieve and contribute to the world around them.
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK... KEY DATES
Tuesday 19" May

Grandparent & Special
Visitor morning
9:15-11:30 am

Dear Parents and Carers,

BUDDY BENCH

We have had our brand new buddy bench installed from the New
Peninsula Mount Martha Men’s Shed. The bench looks amazing and is in
a lovely garden area where students can sit and catch up with a buddy.
Bo Elliott and Audrina Caffrey created the design on the buddy bench.

Monday 25" May
District Cross Country

Wednesday 27" May
National Simulataneous
Storytime 2026 12:00 pm

Thursday 28™ May
Year 2 Incursion - Mad
About Science

Wednesday 3™ June
Division Cross Country

Friday 5% June
Report Writing Day — no
school

Monday 8% June
King’s Birthday — no
school

Friday 12" June
Girls" AFL
Boys’ Netball

Wednesday 17" June
Regional Cross Country

Thursday 18™ June
Winter Lightning
Premiership

Year 6

n We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Victoria and pay respect to the ongoing living cultures of First Peoples.



FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK (Continued...)

REPORTS and REPORT WRITING DAY

Due to the current Education Industrial Action Semester 1 reports will include course descriptors for
each curriculum area and progression points. Please note that there will be no written comments or
areas for improvement included in reports this semester, as a result of this action.

Important dates and information:
e Friday 5th June will remain a Curriculum Day (student-free day). Teachers will use this day for
assessment moderation to support accurate progression point reporting.
e Parent Teacher Interviews will take place on 21st and 22nd July (Week 2, Term 3). Bookings will
open via Compass after the King’s Birthday public holiday.
e Semester 1 reports will be available on Compass from Wednesday 24th June.
Please keep an eye on Compass for further information and interview booking details.

TEAM KIDS
Team Kids will be open on our Report Writing Day on Friday 5" June.

FOUNDATION TOURS
We continue to conduct weekly school tours and have had a fabulous turn out for these. Please
encourage people to come and tour our wonderful school.

GRANDPARENTS AND SPECIAL VISITORS OPEN MORNING & MORNING TEA

We are looking forward to welcoming our grandparents and special visitors on Tuesday 19th May from
9.15am - 11.00am for our open morning. Visitors can spend time in classrooms sharing and
celebrating their grandchild/ren or special person’s learning. Our visitors are then invited to

attend a morning tea hosted by the PFA in the multi-purpose room. We are asking our school
community to donate a small plate or item for morning tea.

MENPS BOOK FAIR

Our annual Book Fair will take place next week from 18™- 22" May in the top of the library and in the
multi-purpose room

This will be open each morning from 8:30-9.00am and 3:15-3:45pm, as well as during Grandparents
and special visitors morning. Students can browse the shelves and purchase books daily. A
percentage of sales will be donated to the school library to purchase books for our students. A coffee
van will be on site during the Special Friends and Grandparents morning only, so special visitors
can enjoy a delicious barista-made coffee while browsing the fair with students.

Small: $5.50 | Large: $6.50

PFA

I would like to thank Emma Baker and volunteers for supporting our Mother’s Day Stall and breakfast.
We hope all the mothers and special people who fulfill this role were spoilt and had a special day.
Later in the newsletter there is thank you section that acknowledges the help and support of our PFA
members. If you are interested in being part of the PFA, please reach out to the office. We recognise
that families have many commitments and ensure that we keep the role manageable and as
something that works in with families. It is such a great opportunity to be part of the school
community and meet new people and students always love seeing a parent ‘helping out’. Our PFA
plays an important role in fundraising for things that can improve our school.

n We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Victoria and pay respect to the ongoing living cultures of First Peoples.



FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK (Continued...)

At School Council we discussed using PFA raised funds from 2025 to build walls, to close off certain
elements of some learning spaces. This will help us to continue to ensure that we create an
environment that supports students to think and learn in a calm space. | am currently in the process
of getting quotes for this work.

KISS and GO

The area at the top of the school is a Kiss and Go area only. If parents and carers observe this process,
traffic can flow seamlessly through the area and there is minimal congestion. Parents and carers are
unable to park in this area and leave their cars. Families are also asked to ensure that they enter and
exit the school via the front gate and not through the driveway. This is a high traffic area and with more
and more electric cars on the road, there is not always a lot of warning that a car is coming.

Yours in Learning,

Caroline Chilianis,
Principal
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FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL CURRICULUM/PYP

Dear Parents and Carers,

MATHS WORKSHOP

A selected group of students were invited to participate in a trial of an innovative mathematics
learning approach developed by Teachers to Leaders (T2L) in collaboration with Emeritus
Professor, Peter Sullivan.

The students engaged with rich, challenging mathematical problems that required reasoning,
problem-solving, and clear communication. The students were asked not only to solve a problem, but
also to create a short video explaining the steps and thinking behind their solution.
The use of video supported students to:

e articulate their mathematical thinking clearly

o reflect on and refine their understanding

¢ receive feedback from peers and teachers

o take pride in presenting their best work

All the students who participated worked collaboratively with each other, and were very open to
sharing their thinking.

VHAP
This term, Virtual School Victoria is delivering the Victorian High-Ability Program (VHAP) to high-ability
studentsin Years 5 and 6.

The VHAP course consists of ten-week online courses in Mathematics and English and students
engage in weekly Webex classes. They can also engage with the course material on VSV Online
outside of the class time.

The VHAP classroom provides students with the opportunity to:
e explore and express their ideas freely
¢ make their own decisions about their work
e beinspired and challenged by each other
e gain confidence in their choices and abilities
o feel excited by their learning.

There are opportunities for differentiation within the course. Students can choose to work at a pace
comfortable for them or be extended. VHAP promotes development of key skills such as teamwork,
collaboration and resilience. The program is a safe space for high-ability students to stretch their
wings, encounter change and challenge, and confront fears around making “mistakes.”

Emma Parnell,

Asgistant Princinal Curriciiliim/PYP

We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Victoria and pay respect to the ongoing living cultures of First Peoples.



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL WELLBEING

OO

THE POWER OF RESTORATIVE CONVERSATIONS AT SCHOOL fh:\? '-://1

At Mount Eliza North Primary School, we believe that strong relationships are at the heart of every
child’s learning, wellbeing and success. One of the ways we support students to develop positive
relationships and emotional resilience is through restorative conversations.

Restorative conversations focus on helping children understand the impact of their actions, repair
relationships and learn from mistakes in a respectful and supportive way. Rather than simply focusing
on blame or punishment, restorative practices encourage children to reflect, take responsibility and
work towards positive solutions.

In a school setting, restorative conversations may occur after friendship difficulties, playground
incidents or classroom disruptions. Staff support students to calmly discuss:

e What happened?

e What were you thinking or feeling at the time?

¢ Who has been affected?

¢ What can be done to make things right?

e What can we do differently next time?

These conversations help children develop empathy, accountability, problem-solving skills and
emotional regulation — all important life skills that support healthy relationships both at school and
beyond.

Using consistent restorative language helps children feel safe, supported and understood. It also
teaches them that relationships can be repaired through honesty, empathy and respectful
communication.

At MENPS, restorative practices align closely with our commitment to student wellbeing, inclusion and
positive school culture. Through programs such as Circle Time and our wellbeing initiatives, students
are supported to develop the social and emotional skills needed to navigate challenges and maintain
positive relationships.

By working together, we can continue to foster a community where every child feels valued, respected
and connected.

Until next time...

Lou Atkinson,
Assistant Principal Wellbeing

n We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Victoria and pay respect to the ongoing living cultures of First Peoples.




Parenting Neurodivergent Kids:
Practical Strategies To Create More Ease
For The Whole Family

A neuro-affirming program for parents & carers of children aged 3-12

& Does this sound familiar?
You teel anxious about momings becouse the choos feels never-ending.
You fesl overwhelmed, like you're constantly putting aut fires betwean monaging
your child’s needs and emotions, and your own.
You find yourself pulling your hair out over meltdowns, transitions, mealtimes,
outings, oppointments and more.
You're exhousted and often left with no tima or enargy to care for yourself.

Y You're not alone and you're in the right place.
This 4-week program is designed to help parents of neuwradivergent children
navigate daily life with more eose and reduced stress, We'll focus on real-

world, practical strategies that you ean start using right away. The
program invites you info a nonjudgemental space, jam-packed with

MI‘I‘IPﬂ!ﬂlﬂI‘I.

w What you'll gain:

v Practical ways to reduce daily stress and create smaoather fransifions.

* Tools to support your child's sensory needs & emationas in everydoy
mamants

* Strategies to strengthen connection, cooperation, and emotional safety.

» Simple, realistic approaches to handling behaviours that feel
challenging.

* Greater understanding of your own friggers, with tools to regulate
yoursalf.

* Effective communication strategies that reduce pressure and invite
coopeanaficn,

* A“"good encugh” parenting approach thot lowers overwhalm, builds
confidence, and supports the whale family,

» Access to our Parent Support Worker, Jess and a community of parents.

& Program details:

4 week group progrom

3254 [we accep! NDIS funding & private payments)
Online {recordings ovailable]

Dates: Corseculive Tuesdays on Moy ¥, 26 « June 2,7
Tirmsa: 7. 30pm-8.50pm

&, GROW o
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FROM THE ACTING LITERACY LEARNING SPECIALIST

WHY READING FLUENCY M ATTERS
When we think about strong reading, we often think about children being able to “sound out” words
correctly. While this is important, another key part of successful reading is fluency.

Reading fluency is the ability to read accurately, smoothly, and with expression. Fluent readers are
able to recognise words automatically, which allows them to focus their attention on understanding
and enjoying what they are reading.

A good way to think about fluency is this: next time you are driving, try telling yourself not to read the
next road sign. You probably can’t do it! As adults, we are fluent readers, so reading happens
automatically without us even thinking about it. This is what we want for our students — to become
readers who can recognise words so effortlessly that their brains are free to think deeply about the
meaning of the text.

Imagine trying to enjoy a movie that constantly pauses and buffers. That is similar to what reading
can feel like for students who are working very hard to decode every word. When reading becomes
more fluent, children can focus less on “figuring out the words” and more on understanding the
meaning of the text.

Research shows that reading fluency supports:
e stronger comprehension
e improved vocabulary development
e greater confidence
e increased enjoyment of reading
e better writing outcomes

Fluency develops through regular reading practice and repeated exposure to words and texts.
Families can also support fluency at home in simple and powerful ways:

e encourage daily reading

e listen to your child read aloud

e re-read favourite books

e model expressive reading (bring out your inner actor!)

o talktogether about books and stories

Even 10 minutes of reading practice each day can make a significant difference over time.
Most importantly, we want students to see reading as enjoyable, meaningful, and rewarding.
Building fluency helps children become more confident readers who are able to learn, imagine,
question, and connect with the world around them.

Thank you for your continued support in helping develop strong readers.

Annette Wetherill,
Acting Literacy Learning Specialist
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FROM THE MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING LEADER

SCHOOL-WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT (SWPBS) -

ACKNOWLEDGING EXPECTED BEHAVIOURS

At our school, we are committed to recognising and celebrating the positive behaviours that help
our community thrive. Since the beginning of the year, staff have been acknowledging students
demonstrating our school values through Green Posts on Compass. These positive recognition
posts are shared with both students and families, helping us celebrate the many ways students
contribute positively each day.

Green Posts recognise students for demonstrating our four school values: Respect, Integrity,
Strive for Excellence and Empathy (RISE). Students and classes are encouraged to work towards
achieving recognition across all four values throughout the year. Students may also receive a green
dot sticker as a physical reminder of their achievement.

As part of this initiative, students who receive a Green Post are entered into a draw to receive a
Kudos award at assembly, usually a small voucher prize. We also celebrate achievement at both an
individual and class level. Individually, students are recognised for receiving Green Posts across all
four RISE values. At a class level, each fortnight classes with the highest number of posts in a value
area within their sub-school are celebrated.

This work forms part of our School-Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) approach. Research
consistently shows that recognising and reinforcing expected behaviours helps create safe, positive
and inclusive learning environments where students feel valued, connected and motivated to
succeed. You can see below the amazing number of posts that went out in Term 1!

We are incredibly proud of the way our students continue to demonstrate the RISE values each day.
Thank you to our families for your ongoing support in celebrating these successes with us.

Term1
Value Posts
Respect 185
Integrity 71
Strive for Excellence 492
Empathy 63
Total Posts 811

Bonnie Gillan,
Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader
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MUSIC EXCURSION

On Friday May 8", 14 lucky year 6 students and our Music Teacher Mrs Garbers were invited on a
special excursion to Hamer Hall in the city. ROTARY Australia organised the whole event for us and
other students in our local area. The Music Enrichment Program allowed the students to view a
concert by the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. The venue and the music was simply breathtaking!
Thank you so much to Cathryn from our Mt Eliza Rotary Club for allowing us to take part in this
wonderful experience.

Melina Garbers,
Music Teacher
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” Our community wouldn’t be the same without the incredible
efforts of our PFA members and volunteers. We’d like to
" celebrate and thank the amazing people behind some of our ”
recent events:

“ Py N 4 Easter Raffle ::

A huge thank you to Emma Harvey ”
for all the hard work and dedication

you put into making the raffle such
a success!

" Colour Run

A special shoutout to Mackenzie

” Leier for coordinating this vibrant
and fun-filled event, along with the
Mt Eliza Fire Fighters (Darren, Scott,
Tony & Justin) g and all the ,
” wonderful volunteers who helped !

make the day unforgettable! ‘L Mother’s Day Stall ”
.. | & Brunch

” | Thank you to Emma Baker for !
beautifully organising this special

L —— event, and to all the volunteers who ”
L gave their time to make it so

” memorable. n

" We appreciate you all! H
" Your time, energy, and enthusiasm make a real difference in our
community, and these events just wouldn’t be possible without

n We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Victoria and pay respect to the ongoing living cultures of First Peoples.
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BOOK FAIR 2026

Next week (18- 22" May) is our much-anticipated Annual Book Fair Bonanza! We will have a
wonderful selection of books available, including titles from the authors your children know and love.

Families are warmly invited to visit the Book Fair from at the following times:
Morning: 8:30 - 9:00 am
Afternoon: 3:15 - 3:45 pm

The fair will also be open during Special Friends and Grandparents Day and we would love some
volunteers to assist on the day. To sign up to help click on the following link
volunteersignup.org/KF7H3

We encourage cashless payments where possible, though cash will be accepted. If you’re unable to
attend in person, purchases can be made online via the Lamont Book Fairs payment portal.

All classes will have the opportunity to visit the Book Fair and create wish lists, which will be sent
home to assist with ordering—so please keep an eye on school bags!

To make an online payment, visit:
https://payments.lamontauthors.com.au

Please note the portal is ONLY open the week of the Book Fair. Once payment is complete, you will
receive a confirmation and receipt via email. Your child must bring a copy of this receipt to school to
redeem their items at the Book Fair. Please ensure all items are collected before the fair ends.

Please note:

e |tems must be redeemed during the Book Fair
e Ensure payment amounts are correct, as refunds cannot be provided

Thank you for supporting our school and encouraging a love of reading.

Mel Plant

n We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Victoria and pay respect to the ongoing living cultures of First Peoples.
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HEALTH AND SAFETY

Our school has received a recent health advisory message from the Department of Health that
Autumn and Winter are peak mushroom season in Victoria. People are advised not to pick or eat
wild mushrooms growing in home gardens or publicly accessible areas, as they can be
poisonous and unsafe to consume. Adults and children are advised not to handle wild
mushrooms with bare hands or eat them, and pets should be kept away from areas where
mushrooms are growing.

For further information please click on this link: Poisonous mushrooms begin to appear as cool
weather sets in | health.vic.gov.au

HEAD LICE
It has come to my attention that some students across all levels of the school have head lice and |
seek your co-operation in checking your child’s hair and treating appropriately if any lice or eggs are
found.

Head lice do not transmit infectious diseases; they are transmitted by having head to head contact
with someone who has head lice.

Mt Eliza North Primary School is aware head lice may be a sensitive issue and is committed to
maintaining your confidentiality. If you would like any advice about detecting or treating head lice
please contact me 10.00 am-3.30 pm on 9787 6611.

Kate Lyell
First Aid Officer

RITCHIES COMMUNLTY BENEFIT PAYMENT

MountElizaNorth

P R I M A R Y

We are pleased to advise that $43.27 has been paid into the nominated bank account on 29/04/2026
This represents 0.5% of purchases made by customers who have selected your organisation for the
month of APRIL 2026.

Please note, that to qualify for a payment, $2,000 must be spent in one month between all customers
who nominate your organisation, (excluding tobacco, gift cards, and phone recharges). The minimum
payment is $10. There is no maximum, so the more people who nominate the organisation the better.

Your supporters just need to download the Ritchies Card app, or register a card online, and nominate
your organisation. Please contact emma.wilkinson@ritchies.com.au or penny.sayer@ritchies.com.au
for further information, or if you would like us to provide you with marketing material and QR codes to
assist with getting the word out to your community.

We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Victoria and pay respect to the ongoing living cultures of First Peoples.


https://www.health.vic.gov.au/media-releases/poisonous-mushrooms-begin-to-appear-as-cool-weather-sets-in
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/media-releases/poisonous-mushrooms-begin-to-appear-as-cool-weather-sets-in
mailto:emma
mailto:penny.sayer@ritchies.com.au

SAVE THE DATE

BOGAN BINGO
NIGHT

BETH AAY 6.20-10.20PR HOUNT ELIZA BOWLS CLUB

ADULTS ONLY
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MOUNT ELIZA NORTH TEAMKIDS @

NEWSLETTER

WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING TEAMKIDS CLUBS

Welcome back to Term 2 2026 ASC WEEK: 4
Ve are starting the term with The Big Slap
Challenge. Every week children are assigned a Ll 0 @
new technique to master. This is a nod to keeping Chess Club
children fit and healthy.
A cartoon club has been created by one of cur fUEsDAY @ @
OSHC children, so students are all industnously Epic Games
creating amazing cartoon books!

WEDNESDAY
Foundation students are making their own way to @ @
the Teamkids portable. Please inform your child Lego Mastars Club
and their teacher that they will be attending Team
Kids OSHC. Hurspay ) €)
Please book your child into OSHC on the portal in ool 0
advance as our numbers are capped and their
may be occasions where we have reached FRIDAY @ @
capacity. Art Attack

Hawve a great week

Judi and The Team! '

IMPORTANT DATES ¢ b

EH 10t May Mothers Day

w261 May National Sorry Day

il

]

Service Mobile: 0402 153 706 Service Email: miclizanorthps@teamkids.com.au
Office Phone: 1300035 000 Office Email:  info@teamkids. com.au
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Interested in
trial lesson?

ter Xplor:rs_ Contact us fc
¥

FUN AFTER-SCHOOL CLUBS
THAT BUILD DIGITAL SKILLS

Give your child a head start in the digital world with
ComputerXplorers After-School Tech Clubs.

Through coding, game design and creative projects, children
develop skills for the future while having fun
with friends.

Mote: Computer Xplorers is an external programme, please
direct all guesfions fo the email below

Ages:
Year2-6

From:
$35 per session

Location:
Mount Eliza North Primary

School

Mondays 3.40 - 440 pm
Term 2 - 27™ April - 22™ June

Curious? Email the team for more P
information ot
mp@computerxplorers.com.au

Preparing children for the future )\ |
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Kids/ N\ 1
Unlimited

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AT

Mt Eliza North PS \

Chess is more than just a game — it's a I:J'a}": TUESDAYS
powerful tool for learning! Time: 330-430 pm

Our program helps kids: Cost: $200 for 8 weeks

J Build problem-solving and critical Starts on: 28 April
J thinking skills )

Improve focus, patience, and For Years: Preps-Yearb
decision-making

J Learn sportsmanship and strategic
thinking
Boost confidence in a fun and
supportive environment

Location: Library

Whether your child is a beginner or
already knows the basics, our sessions
are designed to be interactive, exciting,

and age-appropriate.

HURRY! Spaces are Limited.

Scanor gz
clickthe = :ini=

R code Eﬂ;f‘:-;}EqF.:'::' &
toenrol i “*F"ﬁ

online!  ® i

Kids/\

Unlimited 1300 424 377 info@kidsunlimited.com.au
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