Dear Parents and Carers,
With only two weeks left in this term, we have a busy time ahead.

Staff are finalising student reports ready to distribute on Tuesday 25th June. Parent-Teacher interviews will be
conducted on Wednesday 26th June. Parents can be book interviews via the Sentral Parent Portal. Contact the
office if you have any questions.
Student reports can bring mixed feelings for parents. Pleasure and pride if their child is performing well, but
considerable angst when a child is not progressing as you had hoped.
Reports can mean anxious times for children too. Will my parents be disappointed or proud of me? This is the main
concern that children have regarding reports. Children of all ages take their cues from their parents or guardians,
so your reaction to their school report can affect the way they see themselves as learners and as people.

 Look for growth and strengths first – focus on growth and strengths even if they are not in the core subjects.
 Consider your child’s effort and attitude towards learning – if the report indicates that effort is below

standard, then they have something to work on. If your child is putting in the required or above effort, then
you cannot ask for any more regardless of the grading.
 Broaden your focus away from academic performance to include forming a picture of your child’s social skills.

How your child gets along with their peers will influence their happiness and well-being now and into the
future.
 Discuss your child’s report with them – focus on their growth and strengths before looking at areas that need

improvement. Ask for their opinion about how they feel they have performed and discuss any concerns.
Enjoy sharing your child’s successes and I look forward to seeing you all at our Parent – Teacher Interviews in the
last week of term.

A reminder to all parents, if you have a sibling of a current student who will be attending in Prep next year you will
need to complete an intention to enrol form. Please note, all sibling enrolments are guaranteed a place, you just
need to get your form in!

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Nicole Rooney and her awesome Bogan Trivia Crew, for organising
the recent PFA Trivia Night. Looking at the photos this was another great fundraiser and social event held by the
PFA!

Last week Tony Walker the School Council President and I met with a representative from the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council to finalise our Community Joint Use Agreement for the school oval redevelopment project. We
are very close to a final agreement so that work can commence in August. The oval redevelopment project is expected to take up to 7 months, with the majority of this time giving the new grass a chance to establish and thrive.
I will continue to keep the community informed of further developments.
This Friday our Year 6 students are representing our school proudly in the Lightning Premiership for
sport. Good luck to all our students! Have fun and stay warm!!

interschool

Kind regards,
Julie O’Brien - Principal

SAVE THE DATE
PARENT CYBER– SAFETY SESSION
Tuesday September 3rd (time to be confirmed)
More details to follow but please add this to your diaries!

Peita Cooper—Assistant Principal

There is a lost clarinet at the school. It is a Yamaha clarinet in a Jupiter case with 6 or more reeds, a blue tag and
a tube of cork grease inside. The case is labelled Alex Peeters. If found please return it to the office. Thank you

Horizons is an engaging and diverse activity program run by teachers, parents and by our Year 6 students.
Leadership skills such as organisation and accepting responsibility are developed. We are looking forward to a lot
of student involvement again.
If parents or community members are interested in running an activity could you please let the school know by
returning the form below.
Horizons will run during lunch time at school (1:30pm -2.00pm) over 4 weeks. Activities suitable for adults to run
might include Mindfulness, yoga, board games, craft, drawing, dancing/plays, chess, Sudoku or sports activities.
The possibilities are endless!

I am interested in running the following HORIZONS activity…
Suggested Activity:__________________________________________________________
Name:____________________________________________________________________
Contact Details (Email or Phone) :______________________________________________
Child’s Name & Grade:_______________________________________________________
Preferred Day/s:____________________________________________________________
Maximum Number of Participants:_____________________________________________
Activity suitable for (please circle/highlight):
Multiage

Year 3 & 4

Year 5 & 6

Horizons will run from Week 3 to Week 6 in Term 3. You will be contacted prior to the commencement of the
program.

To book your interview time with your class teacher, please go to the Sentral Parent Portal. If you have not
registered for the portal, please use the letter sent home with the detailed instructions to set up you portal.
On the app or web, select interviews. You will see two options:
1.
2.

Mid-Year Parent-Teacher Interviews
Mid-Year Parent-Specialists Teacher Interviews (optional)
Please note: specialist interviews are only offered between 4—6pm.

Now do the following:
1.
Press the Select Timeslot button
2.
Select your time/s for your child/children
3.
Press Save bookings
4.
You will receive an email confirming your bookings and these can be edited in the app or web page
Please Note:

The duration of the interview is 10 minutes. If you require a longer period of time, please contact your class
teacher to make an appointment for an alternate date and time

Specialists will be available for interviews if you have questions or concerns. They will be available between
4– 6.00pm

All interviews will be held in classrooms unless otherwise notified

Hot Dog Day is fast approaching and the students are looking forward to their special lunches.
Notices are due back no later than Monday 17th as a money count will take place the following morning.
If you can spare some time for the money count on Tuesday morning please meet at the staffroom at
9am.
Volunteers are also required on Hot Dog Day Thursday 27th of June to help make, pack and deliver the
hotdogs to the classrooms.
If you are available to help on the day please sign up here volunteersignup.org/B7D3M
We also need parents to coordinate some upcoming fundraising events.
Detailed notes for these events are available and committee members can support
parents interested in taking on the following:
Bunnings Sausage Sizzle (Mornington) , Sunday 21st July.
Please contact the school if you can assist.
The Committee is also still in need of a secretary.
Duties for this role includes assisting in setting up agenda for meetings and taking minutes at meetings (2
per term).
PFA Committee 2019

SIGN UP FOR YOUR COMMUNITY BENEFIT CARD AT RITCHIES IGA MT ELIZA
NOMINATE MOUNT ELIZA NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL FOR THE SCHOOL TO BENEFIT

Visit www.iga.com.au/family or drop into Ritches in Mt Eliza to join today!

The Island

(by Isabelle Mace)

There’s an island far away, where people find love and magic, animals talk and people fly. At least that’s what
Grandma used to tell me. She was going to go one day, but you can’t find this place on a map, you need to sail on a
sail boat. They say you have to travel by sail boat and to get there you sail straight and then you will reach the
magical land.
Grandma and I were going to go on my twelfth birthday, which is today. I can picture her… packing, dancing around
singing songs about the land. She’s not on this earth anymore. She has gone to a better place, a magical place. I am
going by myself. For her. For us. Before she died she said that she would be there with me, even if I can’t see her.
She would always be there in one form or another. Grandma was my only guardian and friend. I’ve never been to
school, we’ve never had enough money. I am leaving today, no one will notice I’m gone. I don’t have any parents or
friends that would ask about me. I am leaving tonight.
The sand scratched my legs and tickled my feet as I ran to my little sail boat. The dark cloudless sky stretched
endlessly showing its infinite beauty. The stars lit up the sky like a thousand fireflies dancing together. The cool,
salty air nipped at my toes, and the wind slapped my cheeks and whispered cruelly in my ear.
I pushed the little boat into the water, the icy water attacked my legs making them numb and sore. I can’t believe
I am finally going, I am finally on the sea. The moon shone like a sparkling diamond, giving a magnificent, silver
light. As I sailed further into the sea the stars grew bigger and bigger. The waves were as tall as snowy ice caps.
They were too tall for my little boat. I steered my boat the other way, but the waves were too strong. A gust of
wind blew at my sail, tearing it up. I grabbed my oars and started paddling with all my might. The sea spat in my
face and snatched my oars from my hands.
A wave the size of a mountain towered above me waiting hungrily. I was ready to give up and a single tear ran
down my cheek. As the wave thundered down I thought of my Grandma and the island water filled my lungs.
I gasped. I was clutching to a plank of wood; my boat ruined. A pool of blood surrounded me. My leg was sliced
open, blood poured out. I was too in shock to feel the pain… or was it that I have already lost too much blood to
feel anything? I felt myself getting drowsy. I closed my eyes. The coldness disappeared. I felt warm, happy.
I felt something soft beneath my head but I was lying on a hard surface. I sat up; my leg was softly bandaged.
I looked up. I was on a boat, a sailing boat, and in front of me was a young girl.
To be continued…
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Term 1: *29* January (Teachers start) to 5 April

31 January - Students Year 1-6 Commence Term 1

Term 2: 23 April to 28 June

4 February - Preps commence half days

Term 3: 15 July to 20 September
Term 4: 7 October to 20 December

25 February - Preps commence normal school days
15 March - Mount Eliza North PS Curriculum Day
21 May - Mount Eliza North PS Curriculum Day

*See next column for student start date
10 June - Queens Birthday Holiday
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