Dear Parents and Carers,
This week our Year 3 and 5 students have been sitting their NAPLAN assessments on-line, with the exception being
our Year 3 students who did the writing component the old fashioned way, on paper. While we initially had some
minor issues with connectivity, we were able to rectify the situation and the students were able to complete their
assessments on-line. NAPLAN data will be available to schools and parents in mid to late Term 3. As a staff, we
celebrate and analyse this data very carefully to identify our strengths and areas for future improvement.
A warm welcome to Jo Jobling who will be working in reception for the next six months. The school finance office
Libby Keane has taken on the role of Business Managers in a school on the peninsula for six months and Melissa
Barrett has stepped into the role of finance officer. This has been a very smooth transition for the office staff and
highlights the importance of good succession planning.
This year all student reports will be sent electronically to parents via the Sentral Parent Portal app. For those
parents who do not have the Parent Portal app. now is the time to download the updated version. By sending
reports electronically, the school will save the costs involved in producing and distributing hard copies. Upon
request, the school can print off hard a copy of a student report. If you are having issues with the Parent Portal app
contact the office for assistance.
School Council met on Wednesday night and I updated them on the school oval redevelopment. This week we had
sub-consultants on site to carry out investigations required for the oval design. This included surveyors,
geo-technicians and analysis of existing topsoil for grassing specifications. We are still waiting to formalise the
Community Joint Use Agreement with the Mornington-Peninsula Shire council and the Victorian School Building
Authority.
I am looking for a member of our school community who is a licenced builder and who would be interested in
working at the school mainly for maintenance purposes. I am wanting to support and utilise members of our own
school community. If you are interested please contact me via the school office.
On Friday 15th March, Kath Murdoch a well-respected international educational consultant, presented ‘Nurturing
Learner Agency through Inquiry’ to staff. The focus of her work with us is connecting learner agency with inquiry,
exploring key practices teachers use to assist students to become effective inquirers and how we as teachers and
learners can strengthen our own agency. Our second curriculum day with Kath will be next Tuesday 21 st of May
with teams of teachers working with Kath on designing their units of inquiry to amplify agency. The sessions with
teams will run for about an hour and fifteen minutes and will be structured around our sub-schools: multiage,
middle school, senior school and specialists.
During the remainder of the day, individuals or teams will choose a key practice or practices to investigate in more
depth. Kath will provide links, resources and readings that connect with each of the practices. Based on this mini
inquiry approach, staff then decide what is working well, what they would like to improve and HOW they might
apply their learning. Essentially, by the end of the day each staff member will have developed their capacity to
connect learner agency with inquiry and explored key practices teachers use to assist students to become effective
inquirers.

The Education Department has launched a new website ‘Find My School’ for parents to assist them to locate their
local government school. All government schools have neighbourhood boundaries; this however does not mean
that schools cannot take student enrolments outside their neighbourhood boundary. If a school has places
available, they can take enrolments from families outside their neighbourhood boundary.
If you have family or friends who have moved to the area or who are just looking for a great school to enrol their
child or children, please inform them that Mount Eliza North Primary School is looking to take enrolments outside
our neighbourhood boundary if places are available.
Families are able to book a prep or school tour via our school website.
Last week the 2020 Prep Tours commenced with over 30 prospective parents and toddlers attending. I really enjoy
taking prospective parents on a tour of our beautiful school, highlighting our outstanding academic outcomes,
facilities and specialist programs. Our School Captains and Student Representative Council Captains accompany us
on the tour giving the adults a child’s perspective of what it is like to be a student at Mount Eliza North Primary
School.
A reminder, we are now taking prep enrolments for current families with forms available from the office.
Kind regards,
Julie O’Brien - Principal

School tours for our 2020 Preps have commenced (see below for details and links). These tours provide important
information to prospective parents on the Junior School structure, IB program and facilities for students. Even
though the school has a neighbourhood boundary, we are able to take up to 90 preps even if they are outside our
boundary. If you have a sibling who will be commencing in prep next year there is no need to undertake a tour,
you can now collect an ‘Intention to Enrol’ form at the office.

Friday 17th

https://www.trybooking.com/BBTBL

Monday 20th

https://www.trybooking.com/BBTDN

Thursday 23rd

https://www.trybooking.com/BBTDP

Tuesday 28th

https://www.trybooking.com/BBTDR

Thursday 6th

https://www.trybooking.com/BBTDS

See student learning in action in the Junior School during a normal school day
Find out how the International Baccalaureate Primary Years Program (PYP)
engages students and develops ‘Global Learners’
Observe our Music, PE, Art, Library and LOTE classes in full operation
Experience the friendliness of our staff and the engagement of our student learners
which support student learning such as the classrooms, library gymnasium, music
facilities and playgrounds
Once your child’s Prep enrolment for 2020 has been confirmed
you will be notified of the date of our Prep Information Night to be conducted in Term 4.

STRENGTHENING SCHOOL – HOME PARTNERSHIPS
Thank you to the families who have taken the time to complete our recent surveys. Your feedback and input is greatly appreciated. The leadership team and staff are currently reviewing the
survey data and planning for the future.
These surveys will remain open until the end of the week, so there is still time to share your
thoughts with us.
Survey One
Parent Information Sessions: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/J5J3TRG
Survey Two
Multiage – Supporting Units of Inquiry: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6V8WR2Z
Middle School – Supporting Units of Inquiry: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6LGGHJL
Senior School – Supporting Units of Inquiry: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6LNMJBD
SENTRAL PORTAL & PARENT APP
Recently we relaunched the Sentral App for Parents. If you are still to register for
the Sentral Parent Portal and app., we ask that you do this as soon as possible.
In the coming weeks you will be asked to book your June Parent- Teacher Interviews
using the portal. Please Note: We are moving to a paper free reporting system so
your child’s semester one report will also be distributed electronically via the portal.
Please contact the school office if you are experiencing issues registering for the
portal/ app.
SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING AT HOME
We are regularly asked by parents/ carers how they can support their child’s
learning at home. Over the next few editions of Kalori I will be sharing some
ideas to support your child in mathematics at home. Here are a few ideas to
explore maths through reading.

SUPPORTING
YOUR CHILD AT
HOME
(Birth – Year 2)

SUPPORTING
YOUR CHILD AT
HOME
Year 3 – Year 8

Children’s literature is a perfect way to incorporate mathematics. Stories may include timelines,
maps, problem-solving, geometry, chance and measurement:
 Highlight everyday words “under”, “over”, “between”, “around”, “behind”, “up”, “down”,
“heavy”, “light”, “round”, “circle”, “yesterday”, “tomorrow” in books you read;
 Conduct a shape and number search when reading a book;
 Highlight numbers in the story – count objects, the number of pages and look at the page numbers; and
 Roll the dice to find out how many books (or chapters) you read with your child before bed
For suggestions for books that can be used to stimulate numeracy thinking and talk, see, for example, 16 picture books about math to inspire curious kids.
Children can:
 Describe the location of an object in an illustration, using books such as Where’s Wally? Find
the most common letter or word on a particular page;
 Create a map or timeline based on the story they are reading;
Explore non-fiction books focusing on the different ways information is presented. A good example
is If: A Mind-Bending New Way of Looking at Big Ideas and Numbers, by David Smith.
 Explore infographics and how data is displayed

Melissa Wisniewski - Assistant Principal/ PYP Coordinator

Art and Design Show Wine and Cheese night – TONIGHT at 7.30pm in the staff room
This night is a great way to see what is involved to help support our biggest fundraiser for the year. Last year we
formed a strong committee with new and existing members and this year we are looking to add more wonderful
volunteers! Being a part of this committee is a great way to contribute to the school as well as meeting new
people.
Please come along tonight and if you can’t attend and wish to volunteer, please contact the school.
Playground update
Next week our new multi age playground will be installed which is very exciting! The money raised from last year’s
PFA events has contributed to this wonderful new addition and we know our students will love playing on the new
equipment.
Attendance
Regular attendance is a high priority at Mount Eliza North Primary School and we encourage every student to be
at school every day. Below is a snapshot of last week’s attendance:
Preps – 91.95%
Ones – 89.51%
Twos – 95.88%
Threes – 94.17%
Fours – 90.80%
Fives – 86%
Sixes – 92.21%
We understand that there are circumstances that prevent students from attending such as illness and
bereavement but it is vital that students are at school when they can be to ensure their learning is not impacted.
A few things to remember:

All absences must be reported to the school by 9am either by phoning or using the Sentral parent portal or
app.

Any absence of five days or longer must be submitted in writing to the Principal prior to the absence and a
learning plan will be completed by the teacher.

Late arrivals and early departures must be signed in or out of the office by a parent or guardian.

Any child who has recurring regular absence must seek approval from the Principal.
Peita Cooper - Assistant Principal

On Friday 10th of May, the Years 3 to 6 students participated in the House Cross Country event.
It was a fantastic day for running and all children performed very well.
Congratulations to the winners and place getters in all of the age groups.
The Top 10 in each age qualified for the District Cross Country which will take place on Wednesday
29th of May at Peninsula Grammar. Good luck to these runners. We all wish you well.
At the end of the events, the scores were calculated and the winners were announced.
The results of the House Competition were: 1st - Grevillea, 2nd - Acacia, 3rd - Boronia, 4th - Melaleuca.
Well done to all House's.
Josh Hunt - PE Specialist & Sport Coordinator.

We have had a terrific start to the term in art. Every student has been exploring oil pastels
whilst looking at the artworks of Mies Van Hout (the author and illustrator of the picture
story books 'Happy', 'Surprise' and 'Friends').
Through this artwork the students made a connection to their central idea -'People can create visual artworks
through exploring and experimenting with different art elements, principles, materials and techniques.'
We deconstructed what this means and then used our Learner Profile words as inspiration to create artwork
inspired by Mies Van Hout, whilst exploring lines, shapes, form, texture, colour and composition.
As you can see the oil pastel artwork looks fantastic.
You may see some of this artwork on display in their classroom or in their student folio.

Please ensure your child has an art smock. We still have some students without them.
Cindy Minogue - Specialist Art Teacher

I am so impressed with the way the Year 5 and 6 students are embracing learning a new
language this year. I receive a Duolingo report each week, and although I do not set this as
homework, there are many students who are completing lessons at home. Well done and
congratulations!!
This week the Year 6 students seized the challenge of identifying colours in a dash and grab
game, ‘Alle meine Kleider’ to dress a model…..and we had some laughs along the way.

The junior school have been singing and dancing their way through names of body
parts and naming family members.

Thank you to the very kind donation of a purple case left on my doorstep last term. We now have enough bags, all
classes are packed……thank you.

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS
Children have the right to be safe and protected, including at school. Keeping children safe is everyone’s
responsibility.
Registered schools and other child-related organisations have an important responsibility for keeping children
safe. At Mount Eliza North we already take steps to protect children from abuse.
The child safe standards strengthen existing approaches to preventing and responding to child abuse and aim to
create a culture where protecting children from abuse is part of everyday thinking and practice.
Child abuse, and arrangements that allow it to occur, will not be tolerated.
Victoria’s children deserve nothing less.
Children have the right to be safe and protected, including at school. It is important that you feel confident that
your child is safe and well in the care of their school.
The child safe standards have been introduced in Victoria to achieve a zero-tolerance approach to child abuse.

WHAT INFORMATION DO WE PROVIDE TO YOU?
Under the child safe standards schools must inform the school community about:
 Strategies to embed a culture of child safety at the school, and roles and responsibilities within the school for
achieving these strategies
 The school’s child safety policy or statement of commitment to child safety.
 Code of conduct outlining clear expectations for appropriate behaviour by school staff with children
 Strategies to promote child empowerment and participation, e.g. delivering appropriate education about
standards of behaviour for students attending the school, healthy and respectful relationships (including
sexuality), resilience and child abuse awareness and prevention
 Procedures for reporting suspected child abuse (this must be publicly available).
Should you have any questions regarding Child Safe Standards at Mount Eliza North Primary School, don’t hesitate
to ask.
All this information is available via the school website at: www.menps.vic.edu.au
Kind regards,
Julie O’Brien — Principal
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Mount Eliza North Primary School is proud to invite you to our:

Thursday May 30th, 9.00am - 11.00am
Morning tea will be held in the Multipurpose Room 10.30am

Thursday May 30th, 6.00pm - 7.30pm
This is our opportunity to showcase our outstanding programs and student achievements

May 27th - 31st, 2019
Our annual Book Fair will be held next week in the Multipurpose Room.
We have an amazing collection of books for purchase.
The Book Fair will be open every day during the following times:
8.30am - 9.00am
&
3.30pm - 4.00pm
Parents/Grandparents may also bring students to purchase books on Thursday May 30th
During Grandparents morning 8.30am - 11.00am & Open Night between 6.00pm - 7.30pm

Thursday May 30th, 6.00pm - 7.30pm
This night gives the children who participate in optional and extra music programs at our school an opportunity to perform to
a large friendly audience. This is not a concert, you are not required to stay for the entire time.
You are welcome to move in and out of the gymnasium depending on the performance you are interested in.
We expect correct audience etiquette from parents so everyone is able to see & hear their child.
If your child is performing please have them wear school uniform and arrive 5 minutes prior to performance time .

PERFORMANCES WILL BE HELD IN THE SCHOOL GYMNASIUM
(Performance times listed below are as close as we can predict)
6.00pm - School Band
6.10pm - MA Sing-a-long 1 (MAY, MAN, MAJ, MAH, MAM, MAK)
6.20pm - Groovy Guitars
6.30pm - Super Choir
6.40pm - Ensemble
6.50pm - MA Sing-a-long 2 (MAR, MAG, MAL, MAC, MAO, MAV)
7.00pm - B.B. Boys
7.10pm - Drum Band

3G had a great lesson on an introduction to Mindfulness. We talked about what it meant to be ‘mindful’ and how
our ‘amygdala’ responds to our world with a ‘fight or flight’ response and how we can calm down by using our
‘cerebral cortex’ or ‘thinking’ part of our brain to relax. We all agreed breathing, being quiet and still could all help.
We also talked about how mindfulness colouring focuses our mind by just doing one thing and distracting
ourselves from our worries!

Thank you for the great support for our Mothers Day Stall.
With lots of fantastic helpers on the day and great parent organising, it was fabulous to watch the students carefully choose
their gifts and hopefully they were well received by the Mum's on the weekend.
We have our democracy Sausage Sizzle at the school this Saturday 18 th May for Election Day.
Parents are still needed on the day.
Sign up via the link below if you can help or drop in and support this fundraising event with a purchase of a sausage or egg
and bacon roll.
volunteersignup.org/TD978
This year’s Trivia Night on Saturday 25th May is fast approaching.
This event has sold out and those attending should have received some email correspondence regarding details on how the
night will run. Be sure to get your Bogan on for some fabulous spot prizes and bring gold coins for fun activities throughout
night.
If you have a business and would like to promote your product, we would welcome any donated goods for our raffle prize
draws or silent auctions on the night.
For more information - please contact Nicole Rooney nicole@memyselfandi.com.au
Volunteers are needed for the night . Please sign up via following link if you can help. volunteersignup.org/F4XWB
Donations and volunteers are needed for the Grandparents Morning Tea. Biscuits, slices and other yummy goodies can be
dropped off at the front office or delivered to the multipurpose room prior to 9am on the 30th May. Volunteers to help
serve can sign up here volunteersignup.org/R4DAY
We also need parents to coordinate some upcoming fundraising events.
Detailed notes for these events are available and committee members can support parents interested in taking on the
following:
Hot Dog Day lunch, Thursday 27th June
Bunnings Sausage Sizzle (Mornington) , Sunday 21st July.
Please contact the school if you can assist.
The Committee is also still in need of a secretary.
Duties for this role includes assisting in setting up agenda for meetings and taking minutes at meetings (2 per term).
Please contact school if you can help.
Thank you, PFA committee
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Term 1: *29* January (Teachers start) to 5 April

31 January - Students Year 1-6 Commence Term 1

Term 2: 23 April to 28 June

4 February - Preps commence half days

Term 3: 15 July to 20 September
Term 4: 7 October to 20 December

25 February - Preps commence normal school days
15 March - Mount Eliza North PS Curriculum Day
21 May - Mount Eliza North PS Curriculum Day

*See next column for student start date
10 June - Queens Birthday Holiday
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